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[bookmark: _Toc2062041583]Apply now!
Be part of WOW Festival Nepal 2026.
We’re assembling a dynamic curatorial team for this year’s festival in Kathmandu and are inviting expressions of interest (EOI) from individuals, groups, collectives or organisations who want to help shape an inspiring and inclusive gender, arts and culture festival.
Deadline for Submission: 11:59 pm NPT, 19 July 2026
Not very familiar with WOW Festival? Here’s a quick look at WOW Festival Nepal 2024!

Application form:
https://forms.office.com/e/2c1sKBKbnT
[image: A qr code to access online form
]
You can also apply via an offline form or by video. Learn more in the How to Apply section below.
About this guideline document
This guideline document includes detailed information that will help you put in an EOI. The sections in this document are: 
The offer
WOW Festival strands
What curating WOW entails
Putting in an EOI
Who can apply
How to apply
Access
Selection process and criteria
Key dates
About the festival
Background
About WOW Festival
About WOW Nepal 2026
Objectives
Who is WOW Nepal 2026 for?
Priority themes for WOW Nepal 2026
[bookmark: _Toc1375248087][bookmark: _The_offer]The offer
We are offering several curatorial grants to develop programming for WOW based on the various WOW Festival strands. If you wish to know more about the Festival, there is more information below. Jump to section about Women of the World Festival.
Successful applicants will work with the British Council to develop a project proposal.
A grant will be awarded based on the project proposal which will include curatorial fees and a production budget.

[bookmark: _WOW_Festival_Strands]WOW Festival Strands
In this section, we have compiled additional information on each strand, some examples of works from past editions and some guidance regarding the curator’s role and the logistical requirements for executing each strand. We highly recommend that you read the sections that are relevant to you and reach out to us at arts@britishcouncil.org.np by 5 pm NPT, 13 July if you have any questions. 
Please note that selected curators will need to work with the British Council to ready a proposal for their strand(s) prior to receiving a WOW curatorial grant award.

Exhibition
The festival will feature an exhibition of work in gender, arts and culture that British Council has supported from 2025-2026, primarily as a part of Equal Together and Connections through Cultures programmes. 

Bites, Talks and Panels
This strand features storytelling, presentations, panel conversations and similar formats. They are designed to be impactful and thought-provoking, providing quick insights into important issues.  
View a previous Bites session here; and Talks and Panels here. 
Components: 
Bites: Engaging and concise presentations or talks on a variety of topics relevant to women and girls. 
Keynote speeches: Inspiring speeches by individuals from various fields addressing significant issues and ideas. 
Panel discussions: Moderated discussions featuring experts and thought leaders exploring critical topics. 
Big Ideas: Speakers share their big ideas that inspire a more equal world. 

Performances 
Performances are dynamic and can be for the main stage or envisioned as pop-up activities throughout the festival venue. These performances include a diverse array of art forms including music, dance, theatre, spoken word, and other artistic expressions.
View a highlight video of previous pop-up performances here and here.
Components:
Scheduled performances: Performances are scheduled and divided between the main stage and smaller stages.  
Pop-up performances: Depending on the curator's vision, some artists may also perform as buskers in various locations within the festival venue. Performances can feature diverse art forms.

Marketplace and workshops
The marketplace is a vibrant space to showcase artwork, products, services, and campaigns led by women and gender-diverse artists, artisans, and entrepreneurs. It is also a space for interactive workshops that can be offered to visitors. It provides networking opportunities, raises awareness, and promotes economic empowerment.  
Components: 
Stalls: Spaces where artists, artisans, entrepreneurs, campaigners, etc showcase their art, products, services, etc.
Workshop booths: Interactive workshop offers on a wide range of topics.
Networking: Opportunities to connect with potential customers, partners, and investors. 

Film screening 
The film screening strand features a line-up of relevant, inspiring, and thought-provoking films that address key issues related to gender. These screenings aim to educate, inspire, and spark conversations.

Develop your own strand
Besides the above-mentioned strands, we also welcome other innovative formats that align with the festival objectives. If you have a new strand idea, we would love to develop it together.
[bookmark: _Toc1587126138][bookmark: _What_curating_WOW]What curating WOW entails
WOW Festival curators are a vital and creative bridge between the Festival and the community, responsible for transforming intersectional gender issues and themes into impactful, and engaging festival programming with care. Working under a community-based framework, the curator collaborates directly with the British Council Nepal team, events management team, Nepal and UK arts and culture sector, government bodies in Nepal and relevant grassroots networks to deliver their designated festival strand(s).
	Joy, play, and challenges
WOW Festivals throughout the world are joyful, challenging, and surprising. We hope to work with curators who can imagine and realise a festival that is playful and thought-provoking.

	Working together
While curator(s) for each strand will be responsible for the planning and implementation of their projects, they will also be collaborating with other curators and different partners from the inception to the closing of the festival.

	Festival design
Curators will work with the British Council and community members to design and plan the festival. This will be done through virtual and in-person meetings, venue visits, interaction programmes and workshops.

	Production and logistics
The British Council will bring on board an events management team to support curators in fabrication, logistics, and production. Curators will need to coordinate with the events management and production team to realise their projects. Curators will also be managing logistics for and coordinating with artists, facilitators, and other speakers involved in their projects for their participation.
The exhibition curator may choose to work with their own production team for exhibition fabrication.

	Monitoring and evaluation
Curators are required to support the Monitoring, Evaluation and Learning (MEL) plan designed and implemented by the British Council by utilising evaluation tools and by participating in after action review meetings and/or filling out feedback forms.

	Timeline and deadlines 
A timeline with key deadlines will be agreed to ensure overall festival coordination. Curators are responsible for planning and managing their own detailed timelines to meet deadlines and ensure their projects are completed on schedule.

	Communication and reporting 
Regular communication between the organising team is essential. Curators will need to participate in update meetings and maintain close coordination with the British Council team and the events management team as required. Curators are to maintain a project management sheet provided by the British Council, to keep everyone informed and on the same page.

	Health, safety and safeguarding
Curators are responsible for creating a safe and inclusive space for all individuals involved in their projects. The organising team will provide guidelines and support to ensure a safe and healthy environment for all participants and attendees.
Safeguarding protocols as per British Council standards will be embedded in planning and delivery, including safe reporting mechanisms, trained staff/volunteers, and signposting to support services where needed.



[bookmark: _Putting_in_an]Putting in an EOI
[bookmark: _Toc1059702906][bookmark: _Who_can_apply?]Who can apply?
Anyone with knowledge and experience in curating or producing arts and culture programmes or activities with a focus on gender themes.
Women, gender-diverse individuals, and men are all invited to apply.
People based in any part of Nepal can apply, but you are required to attend all planning meetings virtually and be in Kathmandu at least two weeks ahead of the festival in November.
You need to be over 18 to apply.
You can apply as an individual, a group, a collective, or an organisation.
You need to have the right to live and work in Nepal.
[bookmark: _Toc932905555][bookmark: _How_to_apply]How to apply
You can put in your expression of interest by: 
Filling out an online form. Please scan the QR code below or click on the link for access:
[image: ]
Filling out the offline form available for download on our website. You can print and submit your proposal to the British Council office in Lainchaur, Kathmandu, or you can email it to us at arts@britishcouncil.org.np with the subject: EOI – WOW Curator 2026.
Answering the questions in the EOI form through a video. Videos will not be assessed on quality, but we ask that we can clearly see and hear the speaker. Please email the video or a link to the video at arts@britishcouncil.org.np with the subject: Video EOI – WOW Curators 2026.
EOIs can be made in English, Nepali, or National Sign Language. Please get in touch with us prior to submitting the form if you would like to apply using a different language.
If you have any queries, please write to arts@britishcouncil.org.np by 5 pm, 13 July 2024 with the subject line: Query WOW Curators Call 2026

[bookmark: _Toc1757984327][bookmark: _Access]Access
We can provide reimbursement for any access support you procured to fill out this application. This could include, for example, the hiring of a writer to draft the answers as reasonable adjustment for dyslexia. If you require access support, please write to us (at arts@britishcouncil.org.np) to discuss the requirement(s) prior to submitting the form. We could:
directly procure the service for you 
reimburse for the service acquired (upon submission of proof of payment).

[bookmark: _Toc538254551][bookmark: _Selection_process_and]Selection process and criteria
EOIs will be reviewed by a panel of representatives from the British Council. Successful applicants will be notified by 28 July.
The evaluation will be based on the following areas: 
	Area 
	Details  
	Rating 

	Portfolio and Project management  capacity


	Previous curatorial experiences, or work in arts, culture, gender, and inclusion programming.   
Experience delivering events or projects even if not in arts and culture, with evidence of strong project management skills
	30

	Network and partnerships
	Key local and national contacts and networks across arts, activism, and grassroots communities in Nepal
Evidence of collaborative working
	20

	Motivation and alignment
	Reasons, passions and personal goals for being a WOW Festival Nepal curator, alignment with core values of WOW and BC
Understanding, alignment of and commitment to Equality, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI) and Safeguarding principles and experience of integrating them in the work process
Positionality and relevant lived experience 
	30

	Idea and creativity 
	Approach and perspectives on innovative programme design and implementation that aligns with the objectives and methodology of WOW.
	20


[bookmark: _Key_dates]Key dates
	Date
	Activity/milestone

	1-19 July 
	Open call for application
Deadline: 11:59 NPT, 19 July

	13 July
	Last day for question queries regarding EOI
Deadline: 5 pm NPT

	28 July
	EOI selection confirmation


	29-31 July
	Onboarding- Introductory meetings
Content mapping begins

	3-14 Aug
	Venue visits
Ideation, content mapping, planning
First draft of project proposal/inception plan
Contracting process begins

	5 Aug
	Session with WOW Foundation

	17-21 Aug
	Feedback on project proposal/inception plan draft

	27 Aug
	Final project proposal submitted
Process for first payment begins

	27 Aug onwards
	Curatorial work commences

	11 Oct
	Ghatasthapana 

	17 – 25 Oct
	Dashain 

	26 Oct – 6 Nov
	Handover final content to Events Management team

	7-11 Nov
	Tihar

	15 Nov
	Chhath

	16 Nov – 1 Dec
	Production and set up 

	2-3 Dec
	Final venue set up
Press Meet

	4 Dec
	WOW Nepal Festival Opening Dinner

	5 Dec
	WOW Nepal Festival

	30 Jan
	Report Submission
Final payment processed


[bookmark: _About_the_Festival][bookmark: _Toc765349943][bookmark: _About_the_Festival_1]About the Festival
[bookmark: _Toc1847986933][bookmark: _Background]Background
Nepal has seen notable progress in women’s political representation, constitutional rights, and grassroots activism. However, gender inequality remains deeply entrenched and complex, shaped by intersectional factors including caste, ethnicity, disability, sexual orientation, gender identity, geography, class, language and migration status. Structural barriers continue to limit access to safety, opportunity, cultural expression and leadership for women and gender-diverse people, particularly those from historically marginalised communities. 
A festival like Women of the World (WOW) Nepal 2026 becomes an important space to showcase the art and creativity, innovation, resilience, leadership and activism of girls, women, gender-diverse people. By centring gender issues, primarily relevant to girls, women, and gender-diverse people, the festival aims to create open dialogue that will motivate action from different stakeholders. WOW aims to be a joyful space for connections and solidarity between individuals and organisations dedicated to creating a more gender equal world.
[bookmark: _Toc2059888943][bookmark: _About_WOW_Festival_]About WOW Festival 
WOW Nepal is a part of the WOW global movement and festival platform founded by the WOW Foundation in the UK, to celebrate women, girls and gender-diverse people, confront gender inequality issues, and foster collective action through arts, culture and dialogue within a festival atmosphere. WOW festivals centre lived experiences, amplify underrepresented voices, and create safe spaces for conversation, creativity and solidarity.  
Since 2017, the British Council in Nepal has organised the WOW Festival in partnership with WOW Foundation UK to support women, girls, gender-diverse individuals, and men and boys to come together and review the needs and challenges of gender equality through arts and cultural participation. Till date, through five physical and two digital editions, WOW Festival have reached more than 50,000 people in three provinces and three cities in the country. The most recent WOW Nepal Festival was organised in Kathmandu in November 2024 in partnership with Kathmandu Metropolitan City, Kathmandu Ward 1 office, Nandi Secondary School and Naxal Community Service Center. The festival reached 12,723 visitors over 2.5 days and featured 200+ artists, speakers and curators.
[bookmark: _Toc1571733500][bookmark: _About_WOW_Nepal]About WOW Nepal 2026 
WOW Nepal 2026 is an arts and culture festival which celebrates the achievements of girls, women and gender diverse people and creates spaces for dialogue around the issues faced by them.  
To be held in Kathmandu, the festival is targeted to feature 100+ artists, arts and culture experts, and activists from diverse walks of life. It will directly reach 4,000 audiences with primary target audience being women, girls and gender diverse individuals.  
Festival programming will include performances by artists, conversations led by experts, an exhibition on gender-action rooted in arts and culture, and a vibrant marketplace that brings together artists, entrepreneurs and collectives showcasing some of the most inspiring initiatives that contribute to gender equality.
More info our website: https://www.britishcouncil.org.np/programmes/arts/wow-festival
[bookmark: _Toc1697087778][bookmark: _Objectives]Objectives
The curation grants are intended to support the development and delivery of original activities for WOW Nepal 2026 that 
Raise awareness about challenges faced by women, girls and non-binary people by sharing their stories
Equip participants with the skills, capacities and networks to deliver development outcomes focused on gender through cultural and creative tools 
Foster and strengthen connections between individuals and institutions working for gender equality
Support the voice and agency of women, girls, and non-binary people so that they can participate in and benefit from social decision-making and public life 
[bookmark: _Toc1143957144][bookmark: _Who_is_WOW]Who is WOW Nepal 2026 for?
The festival is open to all individuals regardless of gender, age, ethnicity, faith or background. We aim to attract a diverse audience including students, professionals, activists, policymakers, artists, and members of the public who are interested in women's and gender-diverse peoples’- issues and empowerment.
[bookmark: _Priority_themes_for][bookmark: _Toc2080096471]Priority themes for WOW Nepal 2026
Gender will be the overarching theme of the festival. These are some of the sub-themes and topics that we would encourage curators and artists that we work with explore through the festival:
Arts, Cultural Life and Expression 
Climate Justice 
Conflict, Resilience and Peace 
Education
Indigenous knowledges and ways of being 
Health and Wellbeing 
Home Life 
Law and Justice 
Leadership, Power and Politics 
Money, Economy and Finance 
Representation and Identity 
Technology and AI 
Gender-based Violence 
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